
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 18 
1 Kings 18:1-6 - The Search For Grass 
 
 v. 1-2 - Elijah told to return to Israel and face Ahab 
 

v. 3-4 – obadiah - We don’t know any more about this record than what is mentioned here but we do learn about Obadiah, a 
man who “feared the LORD greatly”.  A brief but notable reminder that God takes care of His people, in the midst of trials 
and can work in wonderful ways in difficult circumstances.  Obadiah “supervised the palace” (NET) and is able to take 
resources from a place in Israel that would have been least affected by the drought and give to the remnant prophets to 
survive. 

 
1 Kings 18:7-16 - Elijah Meets Obadiah 
 

Obadiah meets Elijah while searching for grass for the king’s cattle.  Elijah wants Obadiah to inform Abab about Elijah’s 
return and desire to meet the king.  Obadiah is hesitant and shrewd - he does not want to tell Ahab that he has seen Elijah 
only for Elijah to go back into hiding, for then Obadiah’s life will be at stake.  Obadiah appeals to Elijah in light of his 
own fidelity to the LORD during the drought.  Elijah promises to meet Ahab. 

 
1 Kings 18:17-20 - Elijah Meets Ahab 
 

The prophet and the king meet again after years of drought.  We learned from Obadiah that Ahab had been searching for 
Elijah (v. 10) and now Elijah returns.  Elijah confronts Ahab (the real “troubler of Israel” v. 18) and tells him to gather the 
leading prophets of Baal and Asherah, along with the nation itself. 

 
v. 19 - Mount Carmel - the location of this challenge is significant.  Mount Carmel is mentioned in extra-Biblical sources as 
a center of Baal worship. 

 
“If Carmel was Baal’s turf (note Yahweh’s altar there had been pulled down (18:30), then he had what in 
contemporary athletics we call ‘home court advantage’.  Teams playing at “home” enjoy thorough familiarity with 
the court or field and can count on the psychological boost of their partisan fans.  If Yahweh whips Baal on the 
latter’s own turf, it will only highlight the supremacy of Yahweh and impotence of Baal.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus 
On The Bible: 1 Kings”, pg 235) 

 
1 Kings 18:21-24 - A Challenge Proposed 
 

v. 21 - “How long will you hesitate between two opinions?  If the LORD (Yahweh) is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow Him. - 
powerful and challenging question. 

 
“This is no mere academic question...Elijah will not allow you to attend a ‘God contest’ simply so that you can 
conclude, ‘Well, now we know that Yahweh is the real God.  What movie do you want to see?’  Elijah, the Bible, 
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Yahweh himself, will not allow you the comfort of such detachment.  ‘If Yahweh is God, follow him.’ - Dale Ralph 
Davis (Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings, page 233) 

 
v. 23-24 - Challenge: which God will send fire to a prepared altar and sacrifice? 

 
v. 24 - “that is a good idea” - Remember that, as we observed in 1 Kings 17, the drought was not just a consequence of 
Ahab’s sin - it was the LORD challenging Baal.  Baal was associated with the fertility of the land and rain was his to 
control.  The lack of rain meant lack of Baal.  The people of Israel, themselves being challenged to choose which God to 
worship and serve would have had a difficult last three years.  As a result, the people welcome such a “duel” between the 
prophets, and in fact the LORD and Baal.  This attitude of the people must have put pressure on the prophets of Baal to 
accept.  It’s hard to understand another reason why they would have - they have the power and authority as they are the 
government-sponsored religious order.  But the people are watching and waiting. 
 
For Elijah, he has just experienced the provision & faithfulness of God for 3 years (fed by ravens and widow, etc).  He is now 
in a position where He can trust God in the BIG because He has seen His faithfulness in the “small” (cp. David facing Goliath 
after defeating the lion & bear). 

 
1 Kings 18:25-29 - The Prophets Of Baal go first 
 
It is easy to laugh at the seeming foolishness of the prophets of Baal.  Their shouting, leaping and cutting look absurd and juvenile.  
But a closer examination of the text actually gives us some insight into their behavior.  I formerly looked at their behavior as 
random and desperate, but it appears that their behavior was actually much more in line with what a standard Baal worship service 
would have been like. 
 
 v. 26 - “leaped” - NASB Translation note” “literally limped” i.e. a type of ceremonial dance 
 

v. 28 - cut themselves “according to their custom” - the cutting was not necessarily an act of desperation, but part of 
their normal routine 

 
v. 29 - they “raved” until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice - the word translated “raved” is the word for 
“prophet” or “prophesy” (Hebrew: nava/naba). When we think “raved” we think about someone talking wildly.  This might have 
been what it sounded like, but the sound was an ecstatic and prophetic raving, not just loud screams. 

 
So rather than a random and desperate scene, we see an attempt at a spiritual and traditional conjuring of a response from Baal.  
They were ultimately desperate, but their actions would have been consistent with their custom and manner, telling us that they 
really thought something might happen. 
 
But Baal is no god at all.  And dead stone and hardened wood have no power.  Their rituals, though outwardly noticeable, were empty 
rituals because the one they prayed to is an idol.  And yet they did their religious acts in vain, for hours. 
 
Meanwhile, Elijah is certainly mocking them with his encouragement for them to “call out with a loud voice” because maybe Baal is 
“occupied”, “on a journey”, “asleep” or “gone aside” which implied Baal might be “relieving himself” (ESV, NLT) . 
 
1 Kings 18:30-35 - Elijah Prepares His Altar 
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v. 34-35 - The water is applied so that no one would assume or allege that Elijah had done a “trick” to light a fire.  Elijah 
is putting himself in a position where he will be exposed (and likely killed) unless the LORD shows up. 

 
1 Kings 18:36-40 - Elijah’s Prayer & God’s Response 
 

v. 36-37, 39 - The core of Elijah’s request is that God would be glorified and that the people watching would know that the 
LORD (Yahweh) was God.  This is exactly what the people, longing for this prophetic duel themselves (v. 24), exclaim - “the 
LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God” (v. 39).  Note Elijah needs no religious fervor or ecstatic rituals, he simply prays to the 
Living God. 

 
v. 38 - the fire of the LORD - To ensure no one thought this was a random lightning strike, the fire not only consumes the 
altar and evaporates the water, even the stones are burned up.  A quick search of the internet gave temperatures for rocks 
to burn at over 2000 degrees. 

  
v. 40 - now supported by the people of Israel gathered at Mt. Carmel, the false prophets are all seized and executed. 

 
1 Kings 18:41-46 - Rain in Israel.  Elijah runs 
 

After a time of prayer, a storm cloud appears on the horizon.  Elijah informs Ahab to prepare himself for the rain and 
amazingly arrives on foot before the king at the same destination Ahab travels to via chariot.  Rain returns to Israel, but 
does the heart of it’s king return to the LORD?  No.  And his evil queen, Jezebel will not be happy when she hears her private 
royal cult of prophets have been embarrassed and executed.  Elijah has secured victory in chapter 18, but will face a new 
challenge in chapter 19. 

 
There is an additional lesson, relevant to us, to glean from this story.  It is good for us to examine how our lives are being lived.  
What have we determined it means to be a Christian in our world today?  While it might be easy (though perhaps unknown to us) to 
keep ourselves in a position where we do not need God, this is not what it means to be a Christian.  Christianity is a life lived 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We can be husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, good and nice people who can have an outward 
appearance of “good” and “spiritual” and “religious” - but that is more characteristic of the prophets of Baal and their worship 
than it is of Elijah’s.  Elijah’s shows us what life is like when we stand for the LORD. 
 
It can be risky to cross over that line, step out of the comfort zone and our “safe” place - but the LORD works when we do.  The LORD 
did not abandon his man, Elijah, when Elijah took a stand for the LORD, and He will not abandon us.  But we will never see and know 
and feel and live in the work and power of God if we do not put ourselves in a position where we actually need the holy spirit and 
are no longer dependant on our own abilities and strength.  Our God is the living God.  The everlasting God.  Who does not grow 
weary or tired or take a day off.  He is filled with might and wisdom and love.  As we stand for Him in this generation, He will show 
Himself strong.  But we cannot keep ourselves in the safe and comfortable place where we don’t really need Him to show up.  For as 
long as we remain there, he will not be shown as the true and real and only God to the crowd of people around us, the ones who need 
to know Him most of all. 
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